News from Commissioner Jeffrey C. Riley & the
MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

On the Desktop - July 2, 2020

Classroom Diagrams and Parametric Dashboard Overview
Dear Superintendents, Charter School Leaders, Leaders of Collaboratives,
Classroom Diagrams

Last week the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education released comprehensive
initial guidance to reopen schools in September. The guidance prioritizes getting students back
to in-person learning safely, following a comprehensive set of health and safety requirements.
The Department is asking school officials to change classroom configurations to space students
farther apart from each other, set up additional classrooms in libraries, auditoriums, and
cafeterias, and make scheduling changes.

As reviewed and advised by the Massachusetts COVID-19 Command Center Medical Advisory
Board, schools are encouraged to aim for a physical distance of 6 feet when feasible, while 3
feet is the minimum distance allowed as informed by evidence. There is no maximum number
for group size, so long as schools adhere to the physical distancing requirements.

Attached is a document that provides an illustrative diagram that could give administrators and
teachers ideas about how to space desks to maximize the number of students in a classroom.
The diagrams were developed after touring several classrooms in an urban school district and
take into account typical desk sizes. The diagrams are intended to help school officials begin to
think about how to arrange classrooms to determine what is feasible to return as many
students as possible to classrooms, safely.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email the Department at reopeningkl12 @mass.gov
and someone will get back to you as soon as possible.

Parametric Dashboard Overview

In the interest of helping schools and districts make informed reopening decisions, the
Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA), with the support of CannonDesign architects,
has developed a parametric dashboard at https://www.cannondesign.com/massachusetts-
capacity-dashboard/ that enables administrators to study the effect of social distancing on
school capacities. The tool allows schools to enter spacing and facility use assumptions and




calculate the effects on capacity and utilization based on data collected for the MSBA’s 2016
School Survey and 2019-2020 official enrollment counts. This tool may be used as a supplement
to manual measurements of classrooms to ensure that space is being maximized.

The Department will hold a Zoom call about how to use the dashboard at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 8. The information is below:

Topic: Parametric Dashboard Overview
Time: Jul 8, 2020 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95054472389?pwd=MSs3VnFSMVQyWIFtMOhtTUc5VWRGUT09

Meeting ID: 950 5447 2389

Password: 289591

One tap mohile
+13126266799,,950544723894# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,950544723894 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 950 5447 2389
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acNFeyYFN2

Sincerely,

Jeffrey C. Riley
Commissioner
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